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married priests (who might, of course, retire to a living,
when they could and liked) would be the cheapest
possible way of providing effectively for the spiritual
wants of a large population." And his great quarrel
with the existing state of things was that the spiritual
objects of the Church were overlaid and lost sight of
in the anxiety not to lose its political position. In
this direction he was, as he proclaims himself, an
out-and-out Radical, and he was prepared at once to
go very far. " If a national Church means a Church
without discipline, my argument for discipline is an
argument against a national Church; and the best
thing we can do is to unnationalise ours as soon as
possible "; " let us tell the truth and shame the devil;
let us give up a national Church and have a real one.'7
His criticism did not diminish in severity, or his pro-
posals become less daring, as he felt that his time was
growing short and the hand of death was upon him.
But to the end, the elevation and improvement of the
English Church remained his great purpose. To his
friend, as we know, the Roman Church was either the
Truth or Antichrist. To Froude it was neither the
whole Truth nor Antichrist; but like the English
Church itself, a great and defective Church, whose
defects were the opposite to ours, and which we
should do wisely to learn from rather than abuse.
But to the last his allegiance never wavered to the
English Church.

It is very striking to come from Froude's boisterous
freedom in his letters to his sermons and the papers